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The National Black Police Association Calls for the Firing of  
NYPD Officer Daniel Pantaleo for the Death of Eric Garner 

 

[Dallas, TX]  The National Black Police Association (NBPA) has followed closely, and with much 
concern, the case of Eric Garner, who died of asphyxiation as the result of a chokehold administered 
by Officer Daniel Pantaleo of the New York Police Department on July 17, 2014.   
 
The details of the case are troubling—Mr. Garner was approached by NYPD officers as he sold loose 
cigarettes.  An altercation ensued, and Pantaleo used a banned chokehold on Mr. Garner.  Although 
Mr. Garner exclaimed 11 times that he could not breathe, none of the officers on the scene, including 
Pantaleo, deescalated, and as a result, Mr. Garner died.  Pantaleo was not indicted for the death.  
Though the Department of Justice under Attorney General Loretta Lynch supported an inquiry into 
the incident, the investigation languished and was then terminated under the current administration.  
NYPD Deputy Commissioner of Trials, Judge Rosemarie Maldonado, has recommended termination 
of Daniel Pantaleo.  The final decision falls on NYPD Commissioner James P. O’Neill.   
 
The public has a deep and vested interest in the fair and just adjudication of this case, and if the 
leadership of police departments across this country are giving more than platitudes, and mean it 
when they say they are committed to purging police ranks of “bad apples”—then they will join us in 
calling for the firing of Daniel Pantaleo for the death of Eric Garner.  Selling cigarettes on a street 
corner should not be a death sentence, and hiding behind the statement that Eric Garner “would not 
comply” is irresponsible and a paltry excuse that does not meet the high standards of ethical policing.  
After all, justified does not mean necessary.   
 
We would like to extend our heartfelt prayers for comfort, strength, and healing to the family of Eric 
Garner.  Truth and accountability should prevail in the case of Eric Garner’s death.  The NBPA is 
committed to ensuring equity for the community, as we work to enhance trust and legitimacy in 
policing.  Thus, we will continue to monitor this situation closely, to ensure the fair and impartial 
administration of justice.   
 


