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The National Black Police Association Calls Supports the Firing of  
NYPD Officer Daniel Pantaleo for the Death of Eric Garner 

 

[Dallas, TX]  The National Black Police Association (NBPA) has followed closely the case of Eric 
Garner, who died as the result of a chokehold administered by Officer Daniel Pantaleo of the New 
York Police Department (NYPD) on July 17, 2014.   
 
The details of the case are troubling—Mr. Garner was approached by NYPD officers as he sold loose 
cigarettes.  An altercation ensued, and Pantaleo used a chokehold banned by the NYPD on Mr. 
Garner.  Although Mr. Garner exclaimed 11 times that he could not breathe, none of the officers on the 
scene, including Pantaleo deescalated, and as a result, Mr. Garner died.  Pantaleo escaped indictment 
for the death.  Though the Department of Justice under Attorney General Loretta Lynch supported an 
inquiry into the incident, the investigation languished and was then terminated under the current 
administration.  NYPD Deputy Commissioner of Trials, Judge Rosemarie Maldonado, recommended 
termination of Pantaleo—NYPD Commissioner James P. O’Neill agreed.   
 
What is as disturbing, however, is the stance of the NYPD Police Benevolent Association.  Its 
president, Patrick Lynch, made comments against the ruling that fly in the face of ethical policing.  
Commissioner O’Neill did the right thing in using the administrative investigative process to hold 
Pantaleo accountable.  Lynch infers that “the law” was not followed in this case, but we contend that, 
while the criminal justice system did not hold up its end of the bargain, the administrative justice 
system did.  Pantaleo does not deserve the trust of the public, and the appropriate call to dismiss him 
was made. 
 
No, NYPD PBA—the police sky is not falling.  What you heard were the scales of justice tipping in the 
other direction. 
 
In this instance, truth and accountability finally prevailed in the case of Eric Garner’s death.  The 
NBPA is committed to ensuring equity for the community, as we work to enhance trust, and equity in 
policing.   


